
A Note on Irish union pipes
Robbie Hughes

Robbie Hughes is a respected maker of the Uilleann pipes.  His firm, Hughes and McLeod, was 
established in 1977, near Downpatrick where he & Ken McLeod set up a pipe-making workshop. 
Today, in addition to pipes, Hughes is also renowned for researching and producing Clanrye Pipe 
Chanter Reeds, the world's first synthetic highland bagpipe reed.  Again in this project Ken 
McLeod's knowledge of electronics and piping proved invaluable and in 1990 the company was 
awarded the Department of Trade & Industries’ Smart Award. 

This article was written in 2005 for the Lecale Review, one of the many journals published by the 
Lecale Historical Society (www.lecalehistory.co.uk).  The society was founded in 1974 and has 
been very active in promoting the study of history and the environment with particular reference to 
County Down.  Lecale, centred on Downpatrick, is an historic barony that includes Strangford, 
Saul, Inch, Ardglass, Killough and Dundrum.
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